
 

 

Earlier this year, 

members of the 

Scottish Pensioners’ 
Forum Executive 

Committee met with 
Alex Neil, the newly 

appointed Minister for 

older people’s rights, 
at Holyrood, to 

discuss the many 

issues facing older 
people in Scotland.  

Several issues, which had been 
previously discussed, at an earlier 

meeting with Shona Robison MSP, 

were brought to the table for 
discussion and clarification as these 

now fell under Mr Neil’s remit.  After 

a brief discussion, the SPF were 
satisfied that these were still being 

considered and these included 

cleanliness in hospitals, home from 
hospital care packages and hospital 

transport, fuel poverty, the home 

heating scheme and the blue badge 
scheme. 

Rose Jackson highlighted the 
concerns of the SPF, and other 

organisations which she represents, 

over TTIP and the fact that most of 
the negotiations and talks were 

being kept a closely guarded secret.  

Rose went on to ask the Scottish 
Government’s position on this with 

Mr Neil indicating that the Scottish 

Government were not opposed to 

trade with other nations 

however, he agreed that 

there are a few concerns 
surrounding this issue and 

that any developments 
must be closely monitored 

to stop the forcible 

implementation of 
privatisation.  Mr Neil went 

on to confirm that the 

Scottish Government were 
staunchly opposed to any 

prospect of the privatisation 

of the NHS and a short discussion 
ensued culminating in the possibility 

that a clause be inserted in any 

agreement on TTIP which would 
ensure that all health and public 

services would be exempt from TTIP 

and that under no circumstances 
should any health or public service 

be privatised.   

The SPF proposed that more should 

be done by the Scottish Government 

to work on intergenerational links 
between older and younger people. 

It was suggested that there was 

growing hostility between these 
specific groups when in fact many 

older people were the primary carers 

for their grandchildren and great 
grandchildren due to socio-economic 

difficulties. 

As it stands, older people are still 

being targeted as a ‘drain on society’ 

and more must be done to prove  
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that this is not the case. The SPF 

had previously worked with 

Roseanna Cunningham MSP on the 
possibility of a community initiative 

scheme however this had not come 

to fruition. Mr Neil suggested that 
the SPF contact the Scottish Youth 

Parliament, in the first instance, and 

ask for a meeting with them to 
discuss these issues and also 

consider the possibility of the SPF 

taking the platform at any future 
events they may have. 

Surjit Chowdhary once again raised 
the issue of the closure of day care 

centres in cities throughout Scotland 

and the fact that many older people 
are being left lonely and isolated.  

Mr Neil agreed that these closures 

could lead to increased problems for 
older people however the Scottish 

Government was not in a position to 

stop this as this was a local 
government decision.  Mr Neil 

informed the SPF that a community 

empowerment bill was having its 
first reading in parliament soon and 

that this bill would allow community 

groups the power they needed in 
order to challenge these cuts. 

The SPF discussed the issue of 

personal care for older people, often 

carried out by local authorities, and 
the fact that allocated time slots 

were not sufficient for adequate care 

for older people and also fell short 

when considering the additional 

services which older people had paid 

for. Carers were being expected to 
carry out additional tasks, often 

medical in nature, and were working 

over their time to meet their clients’ 
needs.    

 

Mr Neil indicated that this was 

unacceptable and remarked that 

care at home reviews must be 
carried out on a more regular basis 

as well as the introduction of a 

career development structure. 

Mr Neil went on to say that there 

were very clear criteria on care 
homes and a recent survey by 

COSLA looked extensively at this.  

Their findings were that the 
introduction of a living wage should 

be introduced throughout the social 

care sector, proper training must be 
undertaken and the possibility of 

payment between clients introduced. 

The SPF asked whether 

consideration could be given to older 

people acting as lay workers 
alongside the Care Commission 

when unannounced visits were being 

carried out.  Mr Neil suggested that 
the SPF contact the Care 

Commission and look at the 

possibility of engaging in a public 
partnership scheme on this matter.  

Other issues discussed included:- 

 The single tier pension scheme  

 Breach of confidentiality on 
patients health records and 

contact details being made 
public 

 The expansion of the 

concessionary travel card to 

include other modes of 

transport 

Mr Neil has indicated that he 
is happy to meet again with 
members of the SPF, after 
the General Election, to 
discuss older people’s issues. 
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GGEENNEERRAALL  EELLEECCTTIIOONN  HHUUSSTTIINNGGSS
TThhee  SSPPFF  rreecceennttllyy  hheelldd  22  hhuussttiinnggss  eevveennttss,,  oonnee  oonn  tthhee  

mmoorrnniinngg  ooff  77tthh  AApprriill  22001155  aatt  RReennffiieelldd  SStt..  SStteepphheenn’’ss  

CChhuurrcchh  aanndd  aaggaaiinn  aatt  tthhee  FFrreedd  PPaattoonn  DDaayy  CCeennttrree  oonn  

tthhee  eevveenniinngg  ooff  1133tthh  AApprriill  22001155..    

  

BBootthh  eevveennttss  wweerree  cchhaaiirreedd  bbyy  IIaann  PPooppee,,  PPCCSS  NNaattiioonnaall  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  aanndd  SSccoottllaanndd  

CCoommmmiitttteeee  CChhaaiirr  aanndd  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLaabboouurr  PPaarrttyy,,  tthhee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  PPaarrttyy,,  

tthhee  LLiibbeerraall  DDeemmooccrraatt  PPaarrttyy,,  tthhee  GGrreeeenn  PPaarrttyy,,  tthhee  SSccoottttiisshh  NNaattiioonnaall  PPaarrttyy  aanndd  tthhee  

CCoommmmuunniisstt  PPaarrttyy  ttooookk  ttoo  tthhee  ppllaattffoorrmm  ttoo  aannsswweerr  qquueessttiioonnss  ppoosseedd  oonn  ssuucchh  iissssuueess  aass::--  

TThhee  ssttaattee  ppeennssiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ssiinnggllee  ttiieerr  ppeennssiioonn  sscchheemmee;;  TTTTIIPP  aanndd  iittss  eeffffeeccttss  oonn  tthhee  NNHHSS  

aanndd  lliinnkkss  ttoo  pprriivvaattiissaattiioonn;;  hhoossppiittaall  aaddmmiissssiioonn  ttiimmeess;;  ccaarree  ppaacckkaaggeess  aanndd  hhoommee  ffrroomm  

hhoossppiittaall  sscchheemmeess;;  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn  bbyy  llooccaall  aauutthhoorriittiieess  ttoo  cclloossee  oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee’’ss  ddaayy  ccaarree  

cceennttrreess  aanndd  tthhee  eeffffeecctt  tthhiiss  hhaass  oonn  oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmuunniittiieess;;  ffoooodd  bbaannkkss  aanndd  

tthheeiirr  iinnccrreeaasseedd  uussaaggee  dduuee  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd  tthhee  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  ooff  TTrriiddeenntt,,  oonn  

wwhheetthheerr  iitt  wwaass  nneecceessssaarryy  oorr  wwaass  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  bbeetttteerr  ssppeenntt  oonn  ppuubblliicc  sseerrvviicceess,,  wweellffaarree  

aanndd  ppeennssiioonnss..  

TThheerree  wweerree  ssoommee  lliivveellyy  ppoolliittiiccaall  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  fflloooorr  wwhhiicchh  oonnllyy  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  

nnaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  eevveenntt  aanndd  aalllloowweedd  oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  ssaayy  oonn  tthhee  iissssuueess  tthhaatt  

mmaatttteerr  ttoo  tthheemm..  

STUC CONGRESS & FRINGE MEETING, AYR

At the recent STUC Congress in Ayr, members of the SPF Executive Committee met 

with delegates and politicians who visited our 

information stall to talk on issues affecting 
older people.  Our Executive members also 

used this as an opportunity to voice their 

grievances to politicians and to ask for their 
help in ensuring that older people are better 

provided for. The SPF is also delighted to welcome some new 

members on board and hope to further expand on this in the future.   

On the Tuesday of Congress, the SPF held a fringe meeting 

“Who Really Cares?” which looked at the welfare needs of 
older people.  Chaired by SPF Chair, Jeanette Pieper and 

with guest speakers Tommy Brennan, Community trade 

union and John McAllion of Dundee Pensioners’ Forum, it 
was one of the most talked about and well attended fringe 

meetings at Congress with well over 40 people in attendance.  Many valuable 

contacts were made and we hope to work with them over the coming months.
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SSPPFF  2244tthh  AANNNNUUAALL  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  
BByy  nnooww  aallll  ooff  oouurr  mmeemmbbeerrss  wwiillll  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  nnoottiiffiiccaattiioonn  

ooff  oouurr  AAnnnnuuaall  CCoonnffeerreennccee  wwhhiicchh  ttaakkeess  ppllaaccee  oonn  TTuueessddaayy  

99tthh  JJuunnee  22001155  iinn  tthhee  GGrraanndd  HHaallll  ooff  tthhee  PPaallaaccee  TThheeaattrree  

iinn  KKiillmmaarrnnoocckk..  AAss  ppeerr  tthhee  lleetttteerr,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  aasskk  tthhaatt  aallll  

ddeelleeggaatteess  rreettuurrnn  tthheeiirr  ddeelleeggaattee  ffoorrmmss  aanndd  aannyy  mmoottiioonnss  ttoo  

ccoonnffeerreennccee  bbyy  FFrriiddaayy  1155tthh  MMaayy  22001155  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  bbyy  oouurr  SSttaannddiinngg  OOrrddeerrss  CCoommmmiitttteeee..    FFoorrmmaall  

ppaappeerrwwoorrkk  wwiillll  bbee  wwiitthh  yyoouu  bbyy  eenndd  ooff  MMaayy  22001155  aanndd  aa  ccooppyy  

ooff  oouurr  aannnnuuaall  rreeppoorrtt  wwiillll  bbee  mmaaddee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  ddeelleeggaatteess  aatt  ccoonnffeerreennccee..      

WWee  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  sseeeeiinngg  yyoouu  tthheerree..

SPF FUNDING FROM SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

WWee  aarree  ddeelliigghhtteedd  ttoo  rreeppoorrtt  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  sseeccuurreedd  ffuunnddiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSccoottttiisshh  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttoo  hheellpp  ffuunndd  oouurr  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  tthhee  yyeeaarr  22001155--22001166..    WWee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  

aawwaarree  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  aann  iinnccrreeaasseedd  aammoouunntt  ooff  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  ssmmaalllleerr  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss,,  

pprroojjeeccttss  aanndd  cchhaarriittiieess  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  aanndd  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  wwee,,  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee’’ss  

oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss,,  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  sseeccuurree  ffuunnddiinngg  ssttaannddss  aass  aa  tteessttaammeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  vvaalluueedd  

ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  tthhaatt  oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee  mmaakkee  wwiitthhiinn  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  rreeiinnffoorrcceess  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  oouurr  

vvooiiccee  mmaatttteerrss..  WWee,,  aatt  tthhee  SSPPFF,,  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  wwoorrkk,,  aatt  ggrraassss  rroooottss  lleevveell,,  aalloonnggssiiddee  

oollddeerr  ppeeooppllee’’ss  ggrroouuppss,,  ttrraaddee  uunniioonnss  aanndd  ootthheerr  aaffffiilliiaatteedd  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  

oouurr  iissssuueess  aarree  hheeaarrdd  aatt  bbootthh  llooccaall  aanndd  nnaattiioonnaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  lleevveellss
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